
 
BRIDGE DECK CONSTRUCTION 
Effective: October 22, 2013 
Revised: April 18, 2014 
 
Revise the Second Paragraph of Article 503.06(b) to read as follows. 
 
 “When the Contractor uses cantilever forming brackets on exterior beams or girders, 
additional requirements shall be as follows.” 
 
Revise Article 503.06(b)(1) to read as follows. 
 

“(1) Bracket Placement.  The spacing of brackets shall be per the manufacturer’s published 
design specifications for the size of the overhang and the construction loads anticipated.  
The resulting force of the leg brace of the cantilever bracket shall bear on the web within 
6 inches (150 mm) of the bottom flange of the beam or girder.” 

 
 
Revise Article 503.06(b)(2) to read as follows. 

 
“(2) Beam Ties.  The top flange of exterior steel beams or girders supporting the cantilever 

forming brackets shall be tied to the bottom flange of the next interior beam.  The top 
flange of exterior concrete beams supporting the cantilever forming brackets shall be 
tied to the top flange of the next interior beam.  The ties shall be spaced at 4 ft (1.2 m) 
centers.  Permanent cross frames on steel girders may be considered a tie.  Ties shall 
be a minimum of 1/2 inch (13 mm) diameter threaded rod with an adjusting mechanism 
for drawing the tie taut.  The ties shall utilize hanger brackets or clips which hook onto 
the flange of steel beams.  No welding will be permitted to the structural steel or stud 
shear connectors, or to reinforcement bars of concrete beams, for the installation of the 
tie bar system.  After installation of the ties and blocking, the tie shall be drawn taut until 
the tie does not vary from a straight line from beam to beam.  The tie system shall be 
approved by the Engineer.” 

 
Revise Article 503.06(b)(3) to read as follows. 

 

“(3) Beam Blocks.  Suitable beam blocks of 4 in x 4 in (100 x 100 mm) timbers or metal 
structural shapes of equivalent strength or better, acceptable to the Engineer, shall be 
wedged between the webs of the two beams tied together, within 6 inches (150 mm) of 
the bottom flange at each location where they are tied.  When it is not feasible to have 
the resulting force from the leg brace of the cantilever brackets transmitted to the web 
within 6 inches (150 mm) of the bottom flange, then additional blocking shall be placed 
at each bracket to transmit the resulting force to within 6 inches (150 mm) of the bottom 
flange of the next interior beam or girder.” 

 
Delete the last paragraph of Article 503.06(b). 
 



Revise the third paragraph of Article 503.16 to read as follows. 
 
 “Fogging equipment shall be in operation unless the evaporation rate is less than 0.1 
lb/sq ft/hour (0.5kg/sq m/hour) and the Engineer gives permission to stop.  The evaporation rate 
shall be determined according to the following formula.   
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Where: 

E  = Evaporation Rate, lb/ft2/h (kg/sq m/h) 

cT  = Concrete Temperature, °F (°C) 

aT  = Air Temperature, °F (°C) 

r   = Relative Humidity in percent/100 

V  = Wind Velocity, mph (km/h) 

 
The Contractor shall provide temperature, relative humidity, and wind speed measuring 

equipment.  Fogging equipment shall be adequate to reach or cover the entire pour from behind 
the finishing machine or vibrating screed to the point of curing covering application, and shall be 
operated in a manner which shall not accumulate water on the deck until the curing covering 
has been placed.“ 
 
Revise the third paragraph of Article 503.16(a)(1) to read as follows. 
 

“At the Contractor’s option, a vibrating screed may be used in lieu of a finishing machine for 
superstructures with a pour width less than or equal to 24 ft (7.3 m).  After the concrete is 
placed and consolidated, it shall be struck off with a vibrating screed allowing for camber, if 
required.  The vibrating screed shall be of a type approved by the Engineer.  A slight excess of 
concrete shall be kept in front of the cutting edge at all times during the striking off operation.  
After screeding, the entire surface shall be finished with hand-operated longitudinal floats having 
blades not less than 10 ft (3 m) in length and 6 in. (150 mm) in width.  Decks so finished need 

not be straightedge tested as specified in 503.16(a)(2).” 

 
Delete the fifth paragraph of 503.16(a)(1). 
 
Revise Article 503.16(a)(2) to read as follows. 
 
“(2) Straightedge Testing and Surface Correction.  After the finishing has been completed and 

while the concrete is still plastic, the surface shall be tested for trueness with a 10 ft (3 m) 
straightedge, or a hand-operated longitudinal float having blades not less than 10 ft (3 m) 
in length and 6 in. (150 mm) in width.  The Contractor shall furnish and use an accurate 10 
ft (3 m) straightedge or float which has a handle not less than 3 ft (1 m) longer than 1/2 the 
pour width.  The straightedge or float shall be held in contact with the surface and passed 
gradually from one side of the superstructure to the other.  Advance along the surface 



shall be in successive stages of not more than 1/2 the length of the straightedge or float.  
Any depressions found shall be immediately filled with freshly mixed concrete, struck off, 
consolidated, and refinished.  High areas shall be cut down and refinished.” 

 
Replace the second sentence of the first paragraph of Article 1020.13(a)(5) with the 
following sentences. 
 
“Cotton mats in poor condition will not be allowed.  The cotton mats shall be placed in a manner 
which will not create indentations greater than 1/4 inch (6 mm) in the concrete surface.  Minor 
marring of the surface is tolerable and is secondary to the importance of timely curing.” 
 
 
Revise Article 1020.14(b) to read as follows. 
 

“(b) Concrete in Structures.  Concrete may be placed when the air temperature is above 
40 °F (4 °C) and rising, and concrete placement shall stop when the falling temperature 
reaches 45 °F (7 °C) or below, unless otherwise approved by the Engineer. 

 
(1) Bridge Deck Concrete.  For concrete in bridge decks, slabs, and bridge approach 

slabs the Contractor shall schedule placing and finishing of the concrete during hours 
in which the ambient air temperature is forecast to be lower than 85 °F (30 °C).  It 
shall be understood this may require scheduling the deck pour at night in order to 
utilize the temperature window available.  The temperature of the concrete 
immediately before placement shall be a minimum of 50 °F (10 °C) and a maximum 
of 85 °F (30 °C). 

 
(2) Non-Bridge Deck Concrete.  Except as noted above, the temperature of the concrete 

immediately before placement shall be a minimum of 50 °F (10 °C) and a maximum 
of 90 °F (32 °C). 

 
If concrete is pumped, the temperature restrictions above shall be considered at point of 
placement.  When insulated forms are used according to Article 1020.13(d)(1), the 
maximum temperature of the concrete mixture immediately before placement shall be 
80 °F (25 °C).When concrete is placed in contact with previously placed concrete, the 
temperature of the freshly mixed concrete may be increased by the Contractor to offset 
anticipated heat loss, but in no case shall the maximum concrete temperature be 
permitted to exceed the limits stated in this Article.” 
 

Revise Article 1103.13(a) to read as follows. 
 

“(a) Bridge Deck.  The finishing machine shall be equipped with: (1) a mechanical strike off 
device; (2) either a rotating cylinder(s) or a longitudinal oscillating screed which 
transversely finishes the surface of the concrete.  The Contractor may attach other 
equipment to the finishing machine to enhance the final finish when approved by the 
Engineer.  The finishing machine shall produce a deck surface of uniform texture, free 
from porous areas, and with the required surface smoothness. 



 
The finishing machine shall be operated on rails or other supports that will not deflect 
under the applied loads.  The maximum length of rail segments supported on top of 
beams and within the pour shall be 10 ft (3 m).  The supports shall be adjustable for 
elevation and shall be completely in place to allow the finishing machine to be used for 
the full length of the area to be finished.  The supports shall be approved by the 
Engineer before placing of the concrete is started.” 
 

Revise Article 1103.17(k) to read as follows. 
 

“(k) Fogging Equipment.  Fogging equipment shall be hand held fogging equipment for 
humidity control.  The equipment shall be capable of atomizing water to produce a fog 
blanket by the use of pressure 2500 psi minimum (17.24 MPa) and an industrial fire 
hose fogging nozzle or equivalent.  Fogging equipment attached to the finishing machine 
will not be permitted.” 

 


